
Research Activities

Toyo Bunko functions as a center for academic research 
on Asian history and culture. Together with building a 
conventional area studies program, the research sector is 
exploring interdisciplinary approaches to contemporary 
Asia. The new organization consists of six sections and 
twelve research teams. They are

Supradisciplinary Studies Group

Asian Section

● Contemporary Chinese Studies
Interdisciplinary Research on China (Phase II)

● Contemporary Islamic Studies
Fundamental Supradisciplinary Research Approaches 
to Contemporary Islam:

Collection of Primary Sources and Compar-
ative Analysis Related to Parliamentarism 
and Constitutional Systems

Historical and Cultural Studies Group

East Asian Section

● Premodern Chinese Studies
Ancient Chinese Regional Studies: Analysis of Shi-
jing Zhu 水経注 (Water Classic and Commentaries) 
(Phase II)
Compilation and Digitalization of a Dictionary of 
Song Period Social and Economic Terms
Archeological Study Survey and Research of East 
Asian Cities (Phase III)
Evolution of “Civil Law” Codes in Premodern China

● Modern Chinese Studies
Japanese Surveys in China During the First Half of 
the 20th Century

● Northeastern Asian Studies
Study of Source Materials Preserved in Japan on Late 
Premodern Korea (Phase II)
Manchu Archival Sources (Phase II)
Structural Historical Analysis of East and Northeast 
Asia during the Qing Period (Phase II)

● Japanese Studies
Bibliography for the Rare Archives in the Iwasaki 
Collection (Phase II)

Inner Asian Section

● Central Asian Studies
The Paleographs of St. Petersburg: Uighur Docu-

ments
Politics and Islam in Modern and Contemporary Cen-
tral Eurasia
Database Compilation of a Catalogue for the Micro-
fi lm of Chinese Documents Unearthed in Continental 
Asia Held by the Russian Science Academy’s St. Pe-
tersburg Asian Studies Institute Archives

● Tibetan Studies

Philological Research on Tibetan Canonical Works 
Omitted from the Tripitaka (Phase II)

India and Southeast Asian Section

● Indian Studies
Indian Epigraphy: Collection and Research

● Southeast Asian Studies
Historiography Regarding Modern and Contemporary 
Southeast Asia

West Asian Section

● West Asian Studies
Contractual Documents in the Islamic Sphere (Phase 
II)

Source Materials Studies Group

Source Materials Section

● East Asian Studies
Research on East Asian Source Materials

Regional Studies Program
Two ongoing projects in conjunction with the Institutes 
for the Humanities and participating universities.

● Documentation Center for Islamic Area Studies
Constructing a System of Collecting and Studying 
Source Material for Islamic Area Studies

● Documentation Center for China Studies
Promotion of Collection and Utilization of Contem-
porary Chinese Source Materials and the Furtherance 
of Bibliographical Research

Contract Research
The Development of Joint Research Institutions in Hu-
man Studies and Social Sciences.


